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Country
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Other IDs

Scopus Author ID: 57194511824 (http://www.scopus.com/inward/authorDetails.url?

authorID=57194511824&partnerID=MN8TOARS)

Biography
Andrea Moro (Pavia, 1962) graduated in Classical Literature at the Università di Pavia, obtained a Ph.D. in 
Linguistics at the Università di Padova and a Diplôme d'études supérieures (DES) in "Théorie de la syn‐
taxe et syntaxe comparative” at the Université de Genève in 1993. He has been visiting scientist at the 
“Department of Linguistics and Philosophy” at MIT in 88/89 - as a Fulbright Student - in 91/92, in 07/08 
and in 08/09; and at the "Department of Linguistics" at Harvard University in 05/06 and 06/07. He has 
been Associate Professor of History of Linguistics at the University of Bologna, Full Professor of General 
Linguistics at University San Raffaele in Milan and he is presently professor, former director of the 
Department of Cognitive, Social and Behavioural Sciences and deputy Rector at the School of Advanced 
Studies where he funded and directed the Neurocognition, Epistemology and Theoretical (NEtS) Syntax 
Research Center for six years. As the scientific coordinator of the Linguistic Unit, he contributed to the 
foundation of the Department of Cognitive Sciences at the Istituto Scientifico H “San Raffaele” in 1993 in 
Milan. 

His main fields of research are theoretical syntax and neurolinguistics. In the former field, he explored 
clause structure, by focusing on expletives, unaccusativity, locality and syntactic movement, and the rela‐
tion between syntax and semantics, by focusing on predication, existential sentences, definiteness effect, 
quasi-copular sentences. In the latter, he studied the relation between syntax and the brain as it emerges 
from neuroimaging and electrophysiological techniques. Among his major contributions are the discovery 
of inverse copular sentences, the principle of Dynamic Antisymmetry, i.e. of symmetry-breaking phenome‐
na in human syntax, the neurobiological correlated of "possible" vs. "impossible languages", the effect of 
negation on premotor cortex activity, the electrophysiological representation of inner speech and the elec‐
trophysiological isolation of basic syntactic structures from sound information.

Among his publications, some scientific books: The raising of predicates (Cambridge University Press, 
1997); Dynamic Antisymmetry (The MIT press, 2000); he also wrote popular essays such as: I confini di 
Babele, II edizione (Il Mulino, 2015; trad. ingl. The boundaries of Babel, MIT Press 2015), Breve storia del 
verbo essere (Adelphi, 2010; Engli. transl. A short history of "be", MIT Press, 2018), Parlo dunque sono 
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(Adelphi 2012; trad. ing. I speak therefore I am, Columbia University Press 2016), The Equilibrium of 
Human Syntax (Routledge, 2013), Impossible Languages (The MIT Press, 2016), La razza e la lingua: sei 
lezioni sul razzismo (La nave di Teseo 2019), "The secrets of words" with Noam Chomsky (MIT Press; it. 
transl. "I segreti  delle parole", La nave di Teseo). 

He also published several papers as a single author and in collaboration, including: “Syntax and the Brain. 
Disentangling Grammar by Selective Anomalies”, NeuroImage 13, pagg. 110–118, 2001; “Neural corre‐
lates for the acquisition of natural language syntax”, NeuroImage, 17, pp. 700-709, 2002; “Broca’s area 
and the language instinct,” Nature neuroscience, vol.6, pp. 774-781 e “Negation in the brain: modulating 
action representations”, NeuroImage, “Sound representation in higher language areas during language 
generation”, Proceedings of the National Academy of Science (PNAS), 112 (6), pp. 1868-1873 2015; "On 
the similarity between syntax and actions", Trends in cognitive science, 2014 Mar;18(3):109-10, 2014; 
“Clause structure folding and the wh-in situ effect”, Linguistic Inquiry, Volume 42, Number 3, Summer 
2011, pp. 389-412, 2011; "Language, mind and Brain", Nature Human Behaviour, Vol. 1 DOI: 
10.1038/s41562-017-0184-4,  “High gamma response tracks different syntactic structures in homopho‐
nous phrases”. Nature Sci. Rep. 10, 7537 https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-64375-9. "The duality of 
syntax" in collaboration with Ian Roberts on NLLT; "Three reasons why AI doesn’t model human language" 
Nature 627, 489 (2024) in collaboration. His first novel,"Il segreto di Pietramala" (La Nave di Teseo, 2018), 
was awarded the international Flaiano prize for literature; the novel has been translated in English by 
Anne Milano Appel in 2023.  

He is a member of the Academia Europaea (London) and the Pontifical Academy of Lettere e Arti (Vatican 
City).
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Employment (4)

Istituto Universitario Di Studi Superiori Di Pavia: pavia,
italy, IT
2010-11-01 to present | Full Professor of General Linguistics
 (Humanities and the Life Sciences)
Employment

Source:andrea moro

Università Vita Salute San Raffaele: Milano, Lombardia,
IT
2001 to 2010 | professore ordinario (full professor) (psicologi
a)
Employment

Source:andrea moro

Universita degli Studi di Bologna : bologna, Emilia-
Romagna, IT
1999 to 2001 | Professore associato (Dipartimento di Linguis
tica )
Employment

Source:andrea moro

IRCCS San Raffaele Milano: Milano, Lombardia, IT
1993 to 1999 | co-founder (Dipartimento di Scienze Cognitiv
e DIPSCO)
Employment

Source:andrea moro
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Education and qualifications (4)

Université de Genève: Genève, CH
1993 to 1993 | Diplôme d'études supérieures (DES) en “Thé
orie de la Syntaxe et Syntaxe Comparative” (Supervisor Pro
f. L. Rizzi) (Dept. de Linguistique)
Education

Source:andrea moro

Università degli Studi di Padova Scuola di Medicina e
Chirurgia: Padova, Veneto, IT
1988 to 1993 | Dottorato di ricerca in linguistica (Ph.D.) (Sup
ervisor prof. G. Cinque) (Dipartimento di Linguistica)
Education

Source:andrea moro

Università degli Studi di Pavia: Pavia, Lombardia, IT
1983-12 to 1987-07 | Laurea in Linguistica Generale (superv
isor Prof. G. Graffi) (Classical Literature)
Education

Source:andrea moro

liceo classico Ugo Foscolo: Pavia, IT
1976-10-01 to 1981-07-17 | maturità classica
Education

Source:andrea moro

Invited positions and distinctions (13)

Diocesi di Pavia: Pavia, IT
2024-01-23 | Premio Festa dei Giornalisti
Distinction

Source:andrea moro

Associazione Culturale “Eureka” under the High
Patronage of the President of the Republic of Italy:
Rome, Italy, IT
2014-10-21 | International Award: "Le cattedrali letterarie eur
opee, VII edition"
Distinction

Source:andrea moro

International Award "Flaiano": Pescara, IT
2018 to 2018 | Literary award for "Il segreto di Pietramala"
(La Nave di Teseo, novel) (Literature Award)
Distinction

Source:andrea moro
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Association of American Publishers: Washington, DC,
US
2017-01-01 to 2017-01-01 | honorable mention for "Impossib
le Languages" (MIT Press).oro (PROSE Awards)
Distinction

Source:andrea moro

Comune di pavia: Pavia, IT
2017 to 2017 | Benemerenza civica: "Sansirino"
Distinction

Source:andrea moro

Premio letterario "Merck": Rome, IT
2016 to 2016 | Honorable mention for the book "I confini di B
abele" (II edizione)
Distinction

Source:andrea moro

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge, MA,
US
2009-03 to 2009-05 | visiting scientist (dept of linguistics and
philosophy)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge, MA,
US
2008-03 to 2008-05 | visiting scientist (dept of linguistics and
philosophy)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Harvard University: Cambridge, MA, US
2007-03 to 2007-05 | Visiting Scholar (dept of linguistics)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Harvard University: Cambridge, MA, US
2006-02 to 2006-05 | Visiting Scholar (dept of linguistics)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge, MA,
US
1991-09 to 1992-05 | visiting scientist (dept of linguistics and
philosophy)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge, MA,
US
1989-10 to 1989-12 | visiting scientist (dept of linguistics and
philosophy)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Cambridge, MA,
US
1988-10 to 1989-06 | Visiting Scientist (Linguistics and philo
sophy)
Invited position

Source:andrea moro

Membership and service (3)

Beijing Language and Culture University: Beijing, china,
CN
2019-10-25 to present | Professors Committee (Department
of Linguistics)
Membership

Source:andrea moro

Pontificia Accademia di Belle Arti e Lettere dei Virtuosi
al Pantheon: Vatican City, VA
2019-03-01 to present | member (writers)
Membership

Source:andrea moro

Academia Europaea: London, London, GB
2019-01-01 to present | member (Linguistics Studies)
Membership

Source:andrea moro

Funding (4)
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"Inner Speech Converter Technology (INSPECT)"
Ministero dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca
(Roma)
2019-01 to 2023-06|Grant
Part of GRANT_NUMBER: Prot. 2017JPMW4F
Source:andrea moro

"I meccanismi neurocognitivi alla base delle interazioni
sociali"
Ministero dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca
(Roma)
2012 to 2015|Grant

Source:andrea moro

“Il ruolo della teoria della sintassi nell'elaborazione dei
paradigmi sperimentali sui correlati neurali della
competenza sintattica”
Ministero dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca
(Roma)
2003 to 2006|Grant

Source:andrea moro

"Per una storia della grammatica in Italia e in Europa.
Rapporti tra riflessione grammaticale e applicazioni
scolastiche e pratiche: i modelli grammaticali nella
ricerca sui fondamenti biologici del linguaggio."
Ministero dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca
(Roma)
2001 to 2003|Grant

Source:andrea moro
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Three reasons why AI doesn’t model human language
Nature
2024-03-21 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1038/d41586-024-00824-z
Part of ISSN: 0028-0836
Part of ISSN: 1476-4687
Source:andrea moro

The duality of syntax: Unstable structures, labelling and
linearisation
Natural Language & Linguistic Theory
2023-09-07 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1007/s11049-023-09588-z
Source:Crossref

Asymmetries in nominal copular sentences:
Psycholinguistic evidence in favor of the raising
analysis
LINGUA
2020 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1016/j.lingua.2020.102926
Source:andrea moro

High gamma response tracks different syntactic
structures in homophonous phrases
SCIENTIFIC REPORTS
2020 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1038/s41598-020-64375-9
Source:andrea moro

Modulating “Surprise” with Syntax: A Study on Negative
Sentences and Eye- Movement Recording
JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLINGUISTIC RESEARCH
2020 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1007/s10936-020-09691-x
Source:andrea moro

Speech production differences in English and Italian
speakers with nonfluent variant PPA
NEUROLOGY
2020 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000008879
Source:andrea moro

https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-024-00824-z
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/0028-0836
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/1476-4687
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11049-023-09588-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2020.102926
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-64375-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10936-020-09691-x
https://doi.org/10.1212/wnl.0000000000008879
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The propredicative clitic in Italo-romance: a micro-
parametric variation approach
QUADERNI DI LINGUISTICA E STUDI ORIENTALI
2020 | journal-article
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/ 10.13128/QULSO-2421-7220- 9697
Source:andrea moro

"Time Delays in Higher Language Areas During
Language Activities"
non ancora deciso
2019 | conference-paper

Source:andrea moro

Asymmetries in Extraction From Nominal Copular
Sentences: a Challenging Case Study for NLP Tools
Proceedings of the Sixth Italian Conference on
Computational Linguistics CLiC-it 2019 (Bari, November 13-
15, 2019)
2019 | conference-paper
Part of ISBN: 9791280136008
Source:andrea moro

Expletive Negation: from syntax to eye-movements
Proceedings of the Fifty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Chicago
Linguistic Society
2019 | conference-paper
Part of ISBN: 978-0-914203-90-2
Source:andrea moro

Interrogative extraction from nominal copular
sentences: a SPR study
The 25th Architectures and Mechanisms Of Language
Processing Conference, Moscow
2019 | conference-paper
URI: https://neuro.hse.ru/mirror/pubs/share/direct/305199165
Source:andrea moro

Interrogative extraction from nominal copular
sentences: A structural asymmetry account
Abstracts book of the XIV International Symposium of
Psycholinguistics (ISP)
2019 | conference-paper
URI: https://psico.fcep.urv.cat/projectes/gip/files/isp2019.pdf
Source:andrea moro

https://doi.org/10.13128/qulso-2421-7220-
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9791280136008
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9780914203902
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Inverse Copula: a theoretical and psycholinguistic
survey
Giornate di Studi Scientifici sul Linguaggio, SSSL 2019
2019 | conference-paper
URI: https://sites.google.com/view/studi-sul-linguaggio2019/home
Source:andrea moro

La razza e la lingua. Sei lezioni sul razzismo
2019 | book
ISBN: 978-88-9344-677-8
Source:andrea moro

NORTHWESTERN ANAGRAM TEST-ITALIAN (NAT-I)
FOR PRIMARY PROGRESSIVE APHASIA
CORTEX
2019 | journal-article
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cortex.2019.08.007
Source:andrea moro

The geometry of predication. A configurational
derivation of the defining property of clause structure.
PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS - ROYAL SOCIETY.
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
2019 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1098/rstb.2019.0310
Source:andrea moro

A brief history of the verb "to be"
2018 | book
ISBN: 9780262037129
Source:andrea moro

Copular Sentences
The Blackwell Companion to Syntax. Second Revised
Edition
2018 | book-chapter

Source:andrea moro

Existential Sentences
The Blackwell Companion to Syntax. Second Revised
Edition
2018 | book-chapter

Source:andrea moro

https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788893446778
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cortex.2019.08.007
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2019.0310
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9780262037129
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Expecting symmetries: Top-down derivation and the
case of copular sentences
Proceedings of the 15th Conference of the Italian
Association for Cognitive Sciences (AISC 2018). IUSS
Pavia, 17-19 December 2018
2018 | conference-paper
Part of ISBN: 9788890794384
Source:andrea moro

Il divario (apparente) tra gerarchia e tempo
SISTEMI INTELLIGENTI
2018 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1422/89315
Source:andrea moro

Il segreto di Pietramala
2018 | other
Part of ISBN: 978-8893444095
Source:andrea moro

The Matrix: Merge and the typology of syntactic
categories
RGG. RIVISTA DI GRAMMATICA GENERATIVA
2018 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

Assessing functional communication: validation of the
Italian versions of the Communication Outcome after
Stroke (COAST) scales for speakers and caregivers
APHASIOLOGY
2017 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1080/02687038.2016.1225275
Source:andrea moro

Connected Speech in Neurodegenerative Language
Disorders: A Review
FRONTIERS IN PSYCHOLOGY
2017 | journal-article
DOI: 10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00269
Source:andrea moro

https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788890794384
https://doi.org/10.1422/89315
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788893444095
https://doi.org/10.1080/02687038.2016.1225275
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00269
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Language, mind and brain
NATURE HUMAN BEHAVIOUR
2017 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1038/s41562-017-0184-4.
Source:andrea moro

The contribution of surgical brain mapping to the
understanding of the anatomo-functional basis of
syntax: A critical review
NEUROLOGICAL SCIENCES
2017 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1007/s10072-017-3016-4
Source:andrea moro

“What is language and how could it have evolved?"
TRENDS IN COGNITIVE SCIENCES
2017 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

Communication and pragmatic breakdowns in
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis patients
BRAIN AND LANGUAGE
2016 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1016/j.bandl.2015.12.002
Source:andrea moro

Communication in schizophrenia, between pragmatics,
cognition, and social cognition
Biolinguistic Investigations on the Language Faculty
2016 | book-chapter
DOI: 10.1075/la.235.10bos
Part of ISBN: 9789027257185
Source:andrea moro

I speak, therefore I am. Seventeen thoughts on
language
2016 | book
ISBN: 0231177402
Source:andrea moro

Impossible Languages
2016 | book
ISBN: 978-0-262-03489-0
Source:andrea moro

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-017-0184-4.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10072-017-3016-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2015.12.002
https://doi.org/10.1075/la.235.10bos
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9789027257185
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/0231177402
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9780262034890
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Le lingue impossibili
SAGGI
2016 | book
ISBN: 978-88-6030-950-1
Source:andrea moro

Mind the gap between hierarchy and time
AISC : Associazione Italiana di Scienze Cognitive, “Mind the
Gap: Brain, Cognition and Society - 13th Annual Conference
of the Italian Association for Cognitive Sciences”,
2016 | conference-paper
Part of ISBN: 9788875901042
Source:andrea moro

Surprise Negation Sentences (Snegs)
Negation Workshop
2016 | conference-paper
URI: http://lang-com.unige.ch/files/6914/6300/2725/Handout_Greco_Moro.pdf
Source:andrea moro

The Boundaries of Babel. The brain and the Enigma of
Impossible Languages, Second Edition
2016 | book
ISBN: 0262029855
Source:andrea moro

Detecting syntactic and semantic anomalies in
schizophrenia
NEUROPSYCHOLOGIA
2015 | journal-article
DOI: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2015.10.030
Source:andrea moro

I confini di Babele. Il cervello e il mistero delle lingue
impossibili. Seconda Edizione
2015 | book
ISBN: 9788815258014
Source:andrea moro

Intervention Effects in Wh-Islands: An Eye-Tracking
Study
Architectures and Mechanisms for Language Processing
(AMLaP 2015)
2015 | conference-paper

Source:andrea moro

https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788860309501
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/0262029855
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2015.10.030
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788815258014
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Linguaggio
IX Appendice della Enciclopedia Italiana
2015 | book-chapter
Part of ISBN: 978-88-12-00557-4
Source:andrea moro

Pragmatic abilities across symptoms dimensions in
schizophrenia
STUDI ITALIANI DI LINGUISTICA TEORICA E APPLICATA
2015 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

Sintassi e working memory: un nuovo paradigma di
valutazione
SISTEMI INTELLIGENTI
2015 | journal-article
DOI: DOI: 10.1422/79684
Source:andrea moro

Surprise Negation and Ethical Dative
Abstracts Booklet of the 41st Incontro di Grammatica
Generativa
2015 | conference-paper
URI: http://igg41.unistrapg.it/docs/booklet_igg41.pdf
Source:andrea moro

The subtle dependency between Competence and
Performance
MIT WORKING PAPERS IN LINGUISTICS
2015 | journal-article
URI: http://mitwpl.mit.edu/catalog/mwpl77/
Source:andrea moro

“Sound representation in higher language areas during
language generation”
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
2015 | journal-article
DOI: doi:10.1073/pnas.1418162112
Source:andrea moro

https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9788812005574
https://doi.org/10.1422/79684
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1418162112
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“The subtle dependency between Competence and
Performance”
"50 Years Later: Reflections on Chomsky’s Aspects" MIT
Working papers in linguistics
2015 | other

Source:andrea moro

A response to Pulvermueller: The syntax of actions and
other metaphors
TRENDS IN COGNITIVE SCIENCES
2014 | journal-article
DOI: doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2014.01.012
Source:andrea moro

Computational complexity in the brain.
Measuring Linguistic Complexity
2014 | book-chapter
Part of ISBN: 9780199685301
Source:andrea moro

Concretism, pragmatics, and the interplay of language
and cognition in schizophrenia
STEM-, SPRAAK- EN TAALPATHOLOGIE
2014 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

How Does the Dream Consciousness/
Protoconsciousness Concept Resonate with Linguistic
Ideas and the Hypothesis of a Universal Grammar?
VIENNA CIRCLE INSTITUTE YEARBOOK
2014 | book-chapter
DOI: DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-07296-8_23,
Source:andrea moro

Internal Merge in Music: a Proposal for a Generative
Syntax of Tonal Music
NEA SCIENCE
2014 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2014.01.012
https://www.worldcat.org/isbn/9780199685301
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-07296-8_23,
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Internal Merge in Music: a Proposal for a Generative
Syntax of Tonal Music
NEA SCIENCE
2014 | conference-paper

Source:andrea moro

Musical constituent: a definition
NEA SCIENCE
2014 | journal-article

Source:andrea moro

Musical constituent: a definition
NEA SCIENCE
2014 | conference-paper

Source:andrea moro
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